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People ages 21 and older now 
have to wear a wristband to 
drink alcohol at South Dakota 
State tailgating. 
The Athletic Department 
and university officials teamed 
up to a create new policies to go 
along with the new Dana J. Dyk-
house stadium.
Wristband’s can be found 
at five wristbanding locations 
throughout the tailgating areas.
According to Jonathan 
Treiber, director of athletic mar-
keting, the wristbands are an ef-
fort to solve some of the prob-
lems of underage consumption 
that occur during big games like 
Hobo Day and against North 
Dakota State. 
Additional police officers 
from surrounding areas will as-
sist during game days to monitor 
wristbands and the safety of in-
dividuals at the games.
Students will be able to drink 
alcohol in the student tailgate 
lot, but Treiber encourages stu-
dents to use common sense.
“That’s one thing that some-
times gets lost on a Saturday 
game,” Treiber said. “The UPD 
officers and the other police offi-
cers are not going to be looking 
for trouble.”
In addition to the wristband-
ing policy, students will now 
have a tailgating area to call 
their own.
The student-only tailgate 
area is located behind the Well-
ness Center in front of the Dana 
J. Dykhouse Stadium. This lot is 
located where a $10 pay lot used 
to be. The student lot is half-
paved, half-grass.
Previously, students tailgat-
ed with alumni and communi-
ty members in the North Lot be-
hind the Sanford-Jackrabbit 
Athletic Complex.
“We’re still giving them a 
great space to congregate and 
enjoy their Saturdays,” Treiber 
said. “It’s essentially just a differ-
ent location.”
The student tailgate lot, 
called the Rabbit Den Tailgate, 
is one of the 11 updated tailgate 
lots surrounding new stadium. 
“We’ve had some complaints 
as far as there’s are about two, 
three games a year that things 
can get a little out of hand, 
which is a expected for those 
dates,” Treiber said. “It’s not 
something that is a big surprise 
to us. We’re trying to figure out 
ways to give students their own 
space.”
According to Treiber, the 
complaints from previous years 
while students still shared the 
North tailgate lot with commu-
nity members and alumni were 
centered around the emergen-
cy services not being able to get 
through the student huddle and 
some incidences of thrown ob-
jects. 
“It was kind of a logistics 
nightmare trying to figure out 
what we thought their next step 
would have been, but they never 
had a plan,” Treiber said. “It al-
ways just kind of formed. It was 
difficult to try and work with 
that.”
Last year, the Athletics De-
partment attempted to create a 
separate tailgate lot for students, 
but the students were unrecep-
tive to the change.
“Part of our issue last year 
was that it was located so close 
to the back yard that you heard 
it, you saw it, why not? Why not 
go over there? Putting it com-
pletely on the other side of the 
stadium will help.”
Treiber acknowledged the 
new student tailgate is a change, 
but he sees it as a change for the 
better.
“I think it would be awe-
some for students to have a con-
sistent tailgate lot and be able 
to mold that to what they want 
whether it is with Greek and or-
ganizations or if it just students 
and athletes being able to kind 
of make a spot their own that 
is really well located place for 
them as far as their entrance and 
where their dorms are,” he said.
Continued to B2
SUBMITTED PHOTO
Individuals observe mosquitos at a mosquito habitat near Brookings, South Dakota. The habitats are spread throughout South 
Dakota, and they help researchers observe the habits of mosquitos in the state.
West Nile research creates buzz
KATHERINE CLAYTON
Editor-in-Chief
Two professors at South Dakota State Universi-
ty and their partners are attempting to take the 
sting out of mosquito bites.
Mike Hildreth and Mike Wimberly are col-
laborating with the South Dakota Department 
of Health, National Aeronautics and Space Ad-
ministration (NASA) and communities across 
South Dakota to create an early warning system 
to prevent the West Nile Virus. 
The researchers also want South Dakotans to 
be more concerned about West Nile than Zika.
“South Dakota has the highest risk of human 
West Nile Disease in the U.S.,” said Wimberly, 
professor of natural resource management and 
a senior scientist with the Geospatial Scienc-
es Center of Excellence. “Most people don’t real-
ize that because you don’t think of South Dakota 
being a mosquito hotspot.”
As of Aug. 30, there have been 79 human 
cases of West Nile Virus reported to the South 
Dakota Department of Health. Out of those 79 
cases, there has been one death associated with 
the virus.
According to the United State Geological 
Survey and Center for Disease Control, there 
have been 427 reported cases of West Nile Virus 
nationally as of Aug. 30.
Brookings County, as of Aug. 30 according 
to the South Dakota Department of Health, has 
four reported cases of West Nile Virus. 
The street department workers in Brookings 
work to prevent more cases by capturing mos-
quitoes in mosquito traps, counting the mosqui-
tos and, if there are more than 100 in the trap, 
the street department workers will fog or spray 
the city.
The City of Brookings has been fogged more 
than eight times over the summer, said Josh Mc-
Clain, an advanced equipment operator for the 
City of Brookings.
Hildreth, professor in biology, microbiology 
and veterinary science, began working with the 
South Dakota Department of Health to prevent 
West Nile Virus in 2001 before it came to South 
Dakota. Wimberly arrived in South Dakota in 
2005 and started assisting in the West Nile Re-
search in 2007.
“It’s really been a fun, cooperative effort be-
tween state agencies, universities, local commu-
nities,” Hildreth said, “and we ended up with a 
NASA grant that allows all of this integration to 




The South Dakota State campus will almost double with an anticipated 25,000 people attending the Jacks 
Bash celebration Thursday, Sept. 8.
Arranging parking for the largest 
event at SDSU in history looks a little 
like the Smart Driver Traffic Jam puzzle. 
University officials hope to avoid clogging 
the streets and creating a chaotic traffic 
environment by using a complex parking 
system throughout the night.
Up until Aug. 26, officials were at a 
loss at how to arrange the influx of con-
cert attendees. RPM Parking Company 
Inc. helped develop a tier parking system 
to direct the flow of traffic in and around 
SDSU.
RPM’s plan starts with figuring out 
where the largest influx of people will be 
coming from. Most traffic is expected to 
come in “from Interstate 29 to the east 
of campus and they should take exit 133, 
the bypass exit, to the concert,” Derek Pe-
terson, director of SDSU business and 
auxiliary operations, said.
The traffic directors will channel the 
first waves of people into zone one, which 
are lots immediately adjacent to the sta-
dium. Once zone one is 80 percent full, 
zone two will be loaded from Medary Av-
enue and 22nd street, which are lots ad-
jacent to zone one and include the north 
library lot, west McFadden Biostress lot, 
north HPER lot and the Performing Arts 
Center (PAC) lot.
Once level two reaches capacity, the 
third level will open, which are lots south 
central of campus, including commuter 
lots, which should be mostly emptied out 
by 6 p.m. to 7, and any reserve lots. 
“Commuter lots are going to play in, 
zone one will be kept empty until concert 
goers arrive, the lots will be barricaded 
that morning, we’ll have to see how lots 
clear out through the afternoon,” Peter-
son said. “We’re not forcing people out of 
lots throughout the day.”
There are 34 class sections on cam-
pus that start at 5 p.m. or later Thursday. 
This is a main reason why they are bar-
ricading and staffing residential lots for 
west side dorms for those with permits, 
including lots the southeast lot 158, lot 
147 in front of Hyde hall and lot 118 by 
Meadows North apartments.
“[We are] working to provide a park-
ing area in the center of campus for 
those commuting students and faculty to 
have a space on campus. I feel if we can 
get them in the Wagner or Yaeger park-
ing areas, they would be happy with that 
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CLARIFICATION: In the story “System glitch causes information loss,” the data loss was greater than just from Jan 1, 2016 to Aug. 30, 2016. All reservations from all campus events in all 
campus facilities were lost from Jan. 1, 2016 forward. Those reservations no longer exist in the system. If an individual thinks they may have lost a reservation for a location 
on campus, contact the office for that space. The Union will be accepting reservation confirmations until Sept. 9 and then will resume standard operation by Sept. 14.
8.28.16
•12:16 a.m. @ Brown Hall. 
Alarm activation - Cooking 
related
•2:10 a.m. @ Pierson 
Hall Area. Possession of 
Controlled Substance, 
Ingesting, Poss. of 
Marijuana, Fleeing Officer
•2:30 a.m. @ Pierson Hall. 
Sexual Assault, Arrest
9.1.16
•12:18 a.m. @ South 
Caldwell North Young. 
Student Conduct Violation
•2:07 a.m. @ 700 Block 
14th Ave. DUI
•2:07 a.m. @ 700 Block 
14th Ave. Two Underage 
Consumption
•9:36 a.m. @ Hyde Hall. 
Petty Theft. Investigation
9.2.16
•12:04 a.m. @ Young 
Hall. Disorderly Conduct, 
Underage Consumption
•12:04 a.m. @ Young Hall. 
Student Conduct Violation - 
Alcohol
DAILY CRIME LOG
WORK STUDY POSITION: 
Newspaper carrier wanted.  
Work approximately 4 hours 
on Wednesdays delivering 
The Collegian to more than 
100 on and off campus sites, 
beginning after 2:00 p.m. until 
the delivery route is complet-
ed. Must have valid driver’s 
license. Vehicle will be pro-
vided. Route will be shared 
between two people. Must be 
able to lift 10 pounds. Pay is 
$10/hour.
Classifieds
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The iconic Taco Bell sign arrives in Brookings in anticipation for the new location in Brookings expected to 
open sometime this semester.
MAKENZIE HUBER
Managing Editor
A new chemistry education major at 
South Dakota State is tailored to cater to 
students who plan to teach high school 
chemistry but still graduate within four 
years.
Students who wanted to teach high 
school chemistry before the chemistry 
education program was approved by the 
South Dakota Board of Regents this sum-
mer had to earn a full chemistry degree 
with a teaching certificate.
This combination would take almost 
six years with a new one-year student 
teaching requirement set forth by the 
Teaching, Learning and Leadership pro-
gram, said Matthew Miller, professor in 
the Department of Chemistry and Bio-
chemistry.
“What we’ve done is create a degree 
that makes sense in terms of the content 
knowledge that they [students] are get-
ting, but it also is going to work for the 
students to get them through the quanti-
ty of time they should be expected to get 
through,” Miller said.
Chemistry education is similar to a 
chemistry major, but cuts a few high-
er-level required courses. This saves extra 
coursework for students in the program 
that might not apply to their work as ed-
ucators.
The new major still requires a teach-
ing certificate, but counts as a minor re-
quired by the College of Arts and Scienc-
es.
Making students work toward a de-
gree for so many years seems too hard on 
students, Miller said.
“It was just impossible,” he said.
But T.J. Mead did it in four and a half 
years. She’s finishing her teaching certif-
icate by student teaching at St. Thomas 
More in Rapid City.
Mead isn’t majoring in chemistry ed-
ucation but rather a full chemistry degree 
with a teaching certificate. The combina-
tion allows her to have a backup plan if 
teaching doesn’t work for her.
“I really like chemistry and liked do-
ing the lab work but didn’t like the lack 
of interaction with people all day,” Mead 
said. “So I like the ability to affect people’s 
lives and influence them in different ways 
and I think education is the best way to 
do that.”
Although Mead said she wouldn’t 
have taken the chemistry education ma-
jor route if it was offered when she start-
ed at SDSU, she thinks it’s a good alterna-
tive to spending another year at SDSU.
“I think that a whole year of student 
teaching is going to deter a lot of stu-
dents [from pursuing a teaching certif-
icate],” Mead said. “It’s already hard for 
most students to do one semester with-
out another on top of it.”
The cost of student-teaching with-
out being able to take a second job will 
strain a lot of students, she said. She’s 
also disappointed that the chemistry ed-
ucation major will cut some higher-lev-
el courses.
“Taking higher level classes actual-
ly helps me as an educator,” Mead said. 
“It’s nice to say you have more of an ex-
pert knowledge in your discipline. As 
I’m looking for a job, that’s one of my big 
selling points. I don’t have a lot of expe-
rience leading a classroom, but I have 
more experience with my content area 
and that’s not something every teacher 
can say.”
Although the cuts limit chemistry ex-
pertise, Miller said the education stu-
dents receive with a chemistry educa-
tion major is still “strong.” Mead said the 
courses in the chemistry education ma-
jor still give students enough knowl-
edge to pass the content areas education 
exam.
“You get that degree and you can go 
in a lot of different directions,” Miller 
said.
Not only does the new major give 
students a background in education, but 
Miller encourages students to pursue 
courses in other areas like physics and 
biology to make them more marketable.
Mead is one of two students enrolled 
in chemistry and education at SDSU. 
Alex Herald, a junior, is also majoring in 
a regular chemistry degree with a teach-
ing certificate.
He decided on his major last spring 
after being a chemistry major. He 
thought majoring in a regular chemis-
try degree and getting a teaching certif-
icate would be more advantageous than 
the chemistry education major since he 
was mostly through the program. He’ll 
also have research or other opportuni-
ties with a full chemistry degree to fall 
back on.
Right now, it’s hard to pursue chem-
istry paired with education, Herald said. 
The new chemistry education major 
will make it easier for students to move 
through the program. It will save stu-
dents from attending classes that may 
not pertain to their teaching job in the 
future while still giving them a back-
ground focusing on education and 
chemistry.
“I feel like they’ll be a lot more 
well-rounded in teaching,” Herald said.
The need for good teachers is evident 
across the nation, Miller said. Accord-
ing to the American Chemical Society, 
there are “severe shortages” of chemistry 
teachers in some parts of the country.
“You can guarantee you can get a po-
sition,” Miller said.
According to Miller, the chemistry 
education major is a way to prepare stu-
dents to for a future in teaching with the 
necessary background.
“If we’re going to progress in this so-
ciety,” Miller said, “we need to give the 
students a strong background and to do 
that we’ve got to have good teachers out 
there.”
Chemistry Education major will 
‘guarantee’ jobs, ‘well-rounded’ education
KIRSI MOODY
Reporter
Mental health awareness is being spread 
throughout campus with the 2016 Com-
mon Read.
The Community Common Read Kick-
off started at 7 p.m. on Sept. 7 in the 
Volstorff Ballroom. 
This semester, freshman seminar and 
transition seminar courses are reading 
Boy Meets Depression by Kevin Breel, 
which follows a young boy through de-
pression. A total of 10 events are planned 
for the 2016 fall semester.
“Depression is the number one reason 
that students drop out of college,” said 
Mary Beth Fishback, one of the speakers 
for mental illness awareness. 
RAISE, the theme of this semester’s 
read, stands for resilience, awareness, 
identity, support and expression. Dis-
cussion from this theme included Doc-
tor Mary Isaacson on resilience, Fishback 
and Darci Nichols on awareness, Kerry 
Brown on identity, Jennifer Novotny on 
support and Viraj Patel on expression. 
Each speech promoted mental health 
awareness. Isaacson talked about steps to 
enhance resilience. 
“The goal is to thrive and then to 
flourish,“  Isaacson said. “Learning resil-
ience is learning to thrive.”
Fishback and Nichols gave a short 
quiz to the groups of students in atten-
dance to gain a sense of how knowledge-
able the crowd was on mental health.
Brown took a different approach by 
telling his personal story and relating 
back to the Common Read.
Support was comically explained by 
Novotny and ways both professors and 
students can support those with mental 
health issues were given. Some examples 
were where to ask questions, asking “how 
are you” and supplying students with free 
food during finals. 
“You never outgrow (support),” No-
votny said. 
A “Letter to My Former Self ” was pre-
sented by Patel for the expression section 
of the event.  
Starting out with a total of 45 facilita-
tors and six students to a group, the event 
grew rapidly as students continued to file 
into Volstorff Ballroom. 
According to Rebecca Bott, chair of 
the Common Read committee, more than 
2,500 South Dakota State University stu-
dents and community members joined in 
on learning about depression with Kevin 
Breel’s book Boy Meets Depression.
The event ended with students taking 
the “I Will Listen” pledge as they wrote 
their names on sticky notes to be post-
ed on the banner. A green awareness rib-
bon was also handed out to each student 
by their facilitator. President Barry Dunn 
made an appearance and concluded the 
event.
The next Common Read event will 
be the RAISE UP for Wellness Sept. 12 
through Sept. 13, from 11 a.m. to 1 p.m. 
on Main Street of The Union. The event 
introduces students to wellness resources 
in the community and campus.
LEXIE PRIEST • The Collegian 
Students gathered to attend the Common Read Kickoff Sept. 7 in the Volstorff Ballroom. 
Community Common Read Kickoff 
shows mental health support
Feature Photos:
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TAYLOR VOEGELE 
News Editor
The substance abuse and behavioral dis-
order counseling field is projected to grow 
by 22 percent within the next 10 years, 
and South Dakota State University is re-
acting with a mental health services mi-
nor.
The new minor was created by the De-
partment of Psychology to better prepare 
students entering mental health fields and 
was approved by the South Dakota Board 
of Regents in June. 
The minor will allow students ma-
joring in human development and fam-
ily studies, nursing, psychology, sociolo-
gy and other majors to have a better un-
derstanding of mental health services, ac-
cording to the SDBOR.
 Bradley Woldt, psychology depart-
ment head, has taken charge of the men-
tal health services minor at SDSU.
“From being an adviser in New Stu-
dent Orientation, I have had several psy-
chology majors express their interest in 
the mental health services minor,” Woldt 
said. “I think that there is a good interest 
and that it will be a strong program.”   
 Though the mental health services 
minor is mainly focused in human devel-
opment and family studies, psychology, 
and sociology departments, the minor is 
available to anyone interested in it. 
“In the College of Arts and Scienc-
es, we are looking for preparing students 
with skills that gives them a bit more 
preparation to go into the workforce with 
a bachelor’s degree,” Woldt said.
 The program will introduce students 
to a wide range of professions including 
counseling, case management, substance 
abuse and behavioral disorder counseling. 
 According to the SDBOR document, 
this minor helps equip students with an 
knowledge and skills that complement 
their major. This helps prepare them for 
positions in related fields or pursue gradu-
ate training in mental health services.
 The profession with the highest de-
mand from 2014 to 2024 is expected to 
be substance abuse and behavioral dis-
order counseling, according to statistics 
from the Bureau of Labor Statistics. Other 
growing professions include rehabilitation 
counseling and psychiatric technicians.
 Students with this minor will take re-
quired courses, such as ethics and helping 
professions, psychological therapies, psy-
chological abnormal behavior and other 
related electives. 
The Department of Psychology doesn’t 
permit the double use of courses to count 
toward both a major and a minor. This 
means that if a student is taking a cer-
tain class for their major, they would not 
be able to use that class for their mental 
health services minor. More information 
about the minor can be found on SDSU’s 
website under academics.
Over the last few years, mental health 
has become more prominent due to an 
increase in people coming forward and 
seeking treatment, Woldt said. This 
means that the demand for professions in 
this field will be quite high.
“I would want someone that is inter-
ested in the mental health services minor 
to have genuine interest in helping others, 
be empathetic and have an interest in so-
cial justice,” Woldt said. 
KATHERINE CLAYTON
Editor-in-Chief
The 2016-17 school year 
started with several par-
ties, and the Brookings Po-
lice Department hopes the 
number of parties will de-
crease as the year contin-
ues. 
Chief of Police Jeff 
Miller has been with the 
Brookings Police Depart-
ment 30 years, and the se-
verity of the party scene 
fluctuates yearly.
“We’re too early in the 
year to characterise how 
this year is going to be,” 
Miller said. 
However, he said there 
have been several large 
parties since school started 
on Aug. 22.
“I hope that is not the 
trend for the rest of the 
year,” Miller said.
Throughout his time in 
Brookings, he has noticed 
incidents go up dramati-
cally when students return 
to Brookings and continue 
through fair weather.
The procedure for 
dealing with a house party, 
according to Miller, is to 
give a warning if the par-
ty is not out of control. If 
the party is disturbing oth-
ers in the area, a citation 
can be given for disturbing 
the peace. He warns that 
if there is a “large, out-of-
hand” party, how to handle 
the situation up to the offi-
cer’s discretion.
Addie Borah, assistant 
director for student ac-
tivities, has had to direct-
ly handle out of control 
parties near her home in 
Brookings.
Several years ago, she 
lived near a group of col-
lege students that hosted 
frequent parties. Her fam-
ily experienced garbage 
and bottles in their yard, 
people driving through 
their yard, individuals uri-
nating on her front step 
and the parties creating a 
lot of noise.
She said she has not 
experienced any issues for 
several years.
“It’s been great the last 
couple of years,” Borah 
said. “We’ve all been stu-
dents before. We get it.”
Following the inci-
dents, Borah and her fam-
ily reported the situation 
to the police, and recent-
ly they installed a fence 
around their home. The 
fence has acted as a phys-
ical barrier as well as a 
sound barrier.
Borah said her past 
neighbors were being “in-
considerate,” and it wasn’t 
significant that they hap-
pened to be students.
“(They were) individ-
uals that were being in-
considerate who just hap-
pened to be students,” she 
said.
The main hope Miller 
has for students is to learn 
while they attend SDSU.
“We want students to 
come here to learn and 
get their education so they 
can go off and enjoy their 
life and have a career rath-
er than have a criminal re-
cord that could really im-
pact it,” Miller said.
Bobbie Till, fifth year 
senior animal science ma-
jor, agreed with Miller.
“It is important to re-
member that school is pri-
ority number one while at 
college,” she said.
But she also has sym-
pathy for students
“It’s a college town,” 
Till said. “(House parties 
are) kind of expected.”
As Miller looks to the 
future, he both anticipates 
and dreads Hobo Day 
on Oct. 22. He said after 
Hobo Day the number of 
parties starts to decrease.
“I always look forward 
to Hobo Day,” Miller said, 
“and for it to be over.”
Late night “studying” 
isn’t fooling anyone
Brookings Police warn 
students of house 
party consequences
Rehabilitation coun-
seling is projected 
to grow by more 
than nine percent 







jected to have the 
highest growth rate 
is substance abuse 
and behavioral 
disorder counseling 
by more than 22 
percent above the 
current average. 
Psychiatric tech-
nician jobs are 
projected to grow 
by more than five 
percent above the 
current average.
New mental health services minor
prepares future health professionals
PHU NGUYEN
Reporter
South Dakota State University In-
formation Technology Services tri-
pled the student network’s band-
width Saturday, Sept. 3, giving more 
resources to students on campus.
According to Ryan Knutson, as-
sistant vice president for technol-
ogy, the student network was sig-
nificantly upgraded from 3.2 Gbps 
(gigabits per second) to 10 Gbps in 
order to accommodate the grow-
ing need of internet for students on 
campus.
Theoretically, an average house-
hold internet is about 30 Mbps 
(megabits per second) and it re-
quires about 7 Mbps to stream high 
definition video content. A gigabit is 
equal to 1024 megabits.
A network bandwidth is deter-
mined by the amount of data (bit) 
it can transfer each second. In gen-
eral, the faster the speed, the better 
the service.
On-campus internet service is 
provided by the Bureau of Technol-
ogy, Knutson said. The system con-
sists of two separate lines for stu-
dents and research. Currently, the 
student network’s bandwidth is 3.2 
Gbps and the research network has 
10Gbps.
The internet was down on Sat-
urday from 5 a.m. to 7 a.m.
“We’re gonna have a lot of over-
head for academic surfing or net-
flix or youtube or whatever it uses,” 
Knutson said.
In the past, there were times 
when video streaming services such 
as YouTube or Netflix took up a 
major portion of the student net-
work’s bandwidth. However, techni-
cal modifications were made to get 
rid of the problem, Knutson said. 
The technicians re-routed the vid-
eo streaming traffic through the re-
search network’s bandwidth.
Those services only occupy half 
of that allotted bandwidth.
In case of a bandwidth 
overload, buffering will oc-
cur. The video will pause 
until the data is sufficiently 
gathered and then continue 
streaming.
Zach Louwagie, fresh-
man in agricultural systems 
technology, spends three 
hours per night watch-
ing videos. “I feel it’s pretty 
good overall,” Lowagie said.
Ashton Knapp, fresh-
man pre-nursing ma-
jor, lives in Hyde and en-
joys watching videos on her 
computer and phone every-
day. She often does so af-
ter 2 p.m. However, there 
seems to be some problems with her 
phone’s connection.
“For the wifi, my comput-
er works. For my phone, it doesn’t 
work for anything, like even Snap-
chat,” Knapp said. “When I use the 
wifi, it’s slow.”
The upgrade will significant-
ly improve the student network, ac-
cording to Knutson. With the redi-
rection still being placed on the re-
search network, students should not 
suffer from bandwidth overload.
“We shouldn’t have any band-
width issues for quite sometime,” 
Knutson said.
PHU NGUYEN • The Collegian 
Assistant Vice President for Technology Ryan Knutson 
points to the router which was upgraded on Saturday 
Sept. 3.
SDSU triples student network 
bandwidth, opens the road for more usage
LEXIE PRIEST • The Collegian 
Hundreds of SDSU students patiently wait in The Union Monday, Sept. 5 to collect their Jacks Bash tickets. A tenth of a mile long line twisted through Jack’s Place, up the stairs and all the way to Chick-fil-A.
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There are pros and cons to the Jacks Bash celebration.
 The Collegian staff meets weekly and agrees on the issue of the editorial.
The editorial represents the opinion of The Collegian.
Stance: 
The event should have been better communicated and planned.
One more day.
Only one more day before Jacks Bash is 
officially here.
South Dakota State University students 
and Brookings community members have 
been waiting 191 days for it.
As this newspaper is delivered across 
campus (around 4 p.m. Wednesday, Sept. 
7) some poor souls might just be setting 
up their camping gear outside the Dana J. 
Dykhouse Stadium to ensure they get the 
best seats for the Jacks Bash celebration.
They’re excited. Who isn’t excited? We, 
at The Collegian, may not be the most ex-
cited.
Yes, the concert is going to be awesome, 
tons of people are going to have fun and 
this event will no doubt have a positive eco-
nomic impact on the Brookings communi-
ty. But there are a few issues.
There has been a major lack of commu-
nication about everything—from parking to 
classes to informing people about the gen-
eral details of the event.
People planning the event didn’t know 
the parking plan until 12 days before the 
event. Is this common in the event plan-
ning industry? If it isn’t, SDSU should plan 
better. If it is, then event planning should 
change.
Concert attendees want to know the 
parking situation and how that affects their 
evening. If they wait too long to come to 
campus they might end up walking two 
miles in heels. That’s not fun.
There was also conflicting comments 
about how classes should be addressed 
during Jacks Bash. Pressure was put on 
professors to cancel their classes or move 
their cars to make room in certain lots. Put-
ting this sort of pressure on classes and 
professors isn’t conducive to the learn-
ing environment and values this university 
swears to uphold.
There’s also the question all students 
will face: to skip or not to skip?
Students already bought their tick-
ets months in advance, but it wasn’t effec-
tively communicated that they might have 
to skip class instead of classes being can-
celed. Those students are conflicted. And 
what about the students who aren’t going? 
Should they really attend a class where only 
one-fourth of the course roster will be pres-
ent?
This skipping scenario only includes 
Thursday, but there’s the day after to con-
sider as well. Going to an 8 a.m. class hun-
gover isn’t something most people choose 
to endure. Some people might not even 
wake up to their alarm.
We, at The Collegian, think the event 
would be better suited for an academic 
place such as SDSU if it were on a Friday, 
or even a Saturday. It could have been the 
Friday of Labor Day weekend, or on a bye 
weekend.
The university also just spent a heck-
ton of money on this stadium, and now 
we’re letting a bunch of people trample over 
the beautiful soybean-based turf, trash the 
seats and risk “drunk effects” all over the 
pristine bathrooms and toilets.
Granted, the turf is covered to protect 
it from spillage, but Midwesterners like to 
think of our football fields as sacred turf 
and the idea of people jumping all over it 
just a few days before the first home game 
hurts our hearts a little.
Clean up is going to suck. A ton of trash 
will result from this event. And it’s going to 
be done all within a day after the concert. 
Wonder which poor suckers have to do that 
job.
The last (we promise) problem we have 
with the Jacks Bash event is that it doesn’t 
cater to everyone. Just because it’s South 
Dakota doesn’t mean everyone likes coun-
try music. We, at The Collegian, under-
stand why concert planners went with 
country because the majority of SDSU stu-
dents like it, but it alienates others who 
want to be part of the celebration but don’t 
like country.
Maybe other types of genres could per-
form to make it more of a music festival 
and cater to different types of styles and 
tastes. We, at The Collegian, don’t know 
how successful it would be, but it might be 
worth a try.
Don’t be fooled by all this negativity. 
We’re excited—we think this is a good thing 
and will help make SDSU even more awe-
some. But officials should have thought out 
this event more thoroughly and commu-
nicated with the general public (or at least 
The Collegian) more than they did.
If Jacks Bash becomes an annual event 
(Welcome Back Jacks Bash, anyone?), we, 
at The Collegian, feel those in charge of the 
event should take these thoughts into con-






an event like 
Jacks Bash at 
SDSU?”
“I like it. Good excitement to start 
the year. I also like the music pick 
too. I just don’t know what they’re 






“Big events are an important thing 
for college, particularly at the 
beginning of the semester. I don’t 





“I think it’s a good thing. It’s an 
excuse to get together. But it’s on a 
Thursday, which means attendance 





“It’s a brand new stadium, so it 
might get messy. It’s also during the 
week, which threw a wrench in my 
plans. But it was an awesome price 







This summer, the SDState Sustainability 
Pledge was launched with a goal of motivat-
ing and encouraging faculty, staff and stu-
dents to consider sustainability practices in 
their careers and daily lives on campus. 
The pledge has participants choose one 
action for each of the three pillars of sustain-
ability – environment, economy and equity – 
as a way of helping participants understand 
the connection between all three pillars. The 
goal is to have 300 students and 200 facul-
ty/staff sign the pledge by the end of the fall 
semester. 
Campus members may remember a pre-
vious sustainability pledge that was available 
in 2014. This pledge had different wording 
for faculty, staff and student pledges; how-
ever, the new pledge  uses the same wording 
for all campus members.
Names from the 2014 pledge were not 
transferred over due to the difference in 
pledge structure. The new pledge is also ac-
cessed electronically, making it more acces-
sible to everyone.
Lastly, this pledge dives deeper into ty-
ing all of the pillars of sustainability togeth-
er. This is a key concept to remember with 
sustainability. While you can protect the en-
vironment, spend money responsibly and 
ensure everyone has access to basic human 
needs (food, water, education, etc.), it is im-
possible to truly reach any of these without 
taking into account the other two areas of 
sustainability. Just like everything in nature, 
sustainability is profoundly interconnect-
ed.  Pledging to specific actions in each cat-
egory also helps participants set an achiev-
able goal. 
Many of the pledge items are simple ac-
tions such as: use a reusable water bottle, re-
cycle, only buy what you can afford, shop lo-
cally when possible, volunteer and partici-
pate in a diversity event. These actions are 
small changes to your lifestyle that are easy, 
beneficial to yourself (i.e. saves you money 
when you use a reusable water bottle) and 
have a large, positive impact on sustainabil-
ity.
The pledge also offers more challeng-
ing actions like biking to campus, purchas-
ing products from companies centered on at 
least one pillar of sustainability and advo-
cating for providing access to basic human 
needs. Participants also have the opportu-
nity to create their own pledge for each sec-
tion. 
Are you ready to help make campus sus-
tainable? Join President Dunn and 90+ oth-
ers who have already signed the pledge! 
www.sdstate.edu/sustainability/take-pledge 
Follow SustainSDState on Facebook, Twit-
ter and Instagram for weekly pledge posts 
throughout the semester featuring students, 
faculty, and staff who are committed to mak-
ing SDSU sustainable!
Jennifer McLaughlin is the Sustainability Spe-




This summer, I had the pleasure of meet-
ing some new people in my hometown of 
Winnipeg, Manitoba. I met them through a 
childhood friend of mine, and actually spent 
quite a bit of time with them. The signifi-
cance of meeting them isn’t really that ex-
citing, except that all but two of them were 
out of school and working full time, and they 
were just a year or two older than I was. 
I also worked full time in an office, but 
for me, it was just a summer job. I knew that 
the middle of August I would be done with 
this job and heading back to university to 
complete my last year of college. 
Meeting these people really gave me a 
different perspective on life. One of the guys 
I met works in construction, and the oth-
er is close to finishing his training to be an 
air traffic controller, which is super cool. 
My childhood friend went to a hair stylist 
school, and she graduated from there over a 
year ago, and has been working in a hair sa-
lon basically since she graduated. 
These are just a few of the small group, 
but it really made me think about my own 
life. A couple of them were finishing up their 
degrees, like I am, but the rest of them were 
done with classes, done with school, and 
into the workforce. I was jealous, in a way, 
because while their careers may change in 
the future, right now they are in jobs they 
actually went to school for, and will have 
these jobs for the foreseeable future.
All I wanted was to have what they have. 
They didn’t have to study for exams, weren’t 
required to read, didn’t have to write pa-
pers (sorry professors, but who really en-
joys that?) and once they were off work, they 
didn’t have to think about it once they got 
home. 
Being around them made me realize how 
much I want that, and how ready I am to be 
an adult, or almost ready, anyways. On one 
hand, I cannot wait to finish my degree and 
go out and start making my living, doing 
what I want to do. On the other hand, school 
and university was actually brought up when 
I was talking to a couple of them. 
Two of the people actually told me that 
they wished they were in my position and 
able to keep going to school and to learn. 
That threw me for a loop, because I was so 
focused on how badly I wanted to be done 
with school, that I almost didn’t consider 
what it was like to work day in and day out. 
Work and school are definitely compli-
cated concepts. One or the other may seem 
much more appealing to different people, 
and even when you’re in different moods. 
When you’re starting out university, all 
you have on mind is just the next few years 
ahead. Of course, you have to focus on what 
comes after, but the majority of your focus 
is on completing your degree and doing the 
best you can in your classes. 
As you near the end of your fourth or 
fifth year, the “future” and “real life” are 
much closer than before. It’s scary, but in the 
end, I, personally, am excited to see what the 
future has in store for me.
Kendra Hinton is an English major at SDSU 
and can be reached at kendra.hinton@jacks.sd-
state.edu.
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SDSU community encouraged to take Sustainability Pledge
Ready for the “future” and “real life” after college
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BENJAMIN M. HUMMEL
Columnist
The national sports community has been 
rocked by the actions of  San Fransisco 
49er’s quarterback, Colin Kaepernick, af-
ter he opted to sit down during the na-
tional anthem at the team’s last preseason 
game. After interviews, it was revealed 
Kaepernick had been protesting the re-
cent instances of police-related killings 
of young, black males. Even though the 
overall reaction to Kaepernick’s demon-
stration has been largely negative, many 
other players and commentators in the 
sports community stand by him, saying 
that his beliefs are valid concerns and de-
fend his form of protest.
Personally, I do not believe that refus-
ing to support a flag is the same thing as 
condemning the actions of the brave mil-
itary men and women who have fought 
on our behalf. In fact, many veterans have 
come to stand behind Kaepernick, saying 
that he has brought a new interest in the 
mistreatment of our armed forces once 
they return from service. 
However, many sports fans were not 
nearly as supportive and have taken to 
criticizing his protest as anti-military or 
anti-veteran. 
What is interesting to me is that, de-
spite him blatantly stating that his pro-
test was about racial inequality in the 
United States, many people instantly ac-
cused him of  anti-American qualities. Is 
this simply for bringing our country’s in-
herent racism into question?
It is no secret that over the past cou-
ple of years, the racial tensions in the 
U.S. have ignited. With the influence and 
spotlight provided by our nation’s focus 
on football, Kaepernick has brought to at-
tention not only racial injustice, but also 
America’s views on what it means to be a 
“good American.” 
Does one’s patriotism really depend 
on their trust in the government to han-
dle domestic affairs? 
If so, should we doubt the dedication 
of those whom question the president’s 
decisions? 
It hardly seems fair to either side to 
immediately assume that dissatisfaction 
with government is equivalent to being 
anti-American. With former fans burning 
his jersey, accusing him of disrespecting 
veterans and petitioning for San Francis-
co to drop him as a quarterback, Kaeper-
nick felt it necessary to clarify the rheto-
ric behind his decision to sit down during 
the anthem: 
“I think it’s a misunderstanding,” 
Kaepernick said. “The media painted 
this as I’m anti-American, anti men and 
women of the military, and that’s not the 
case at all. I realize that men and women 
of the military put themselves in harm’s 
way for my freedoms of speech and my 
freedom in this country and my freedom 
to take a seat or take a knee. I have the 
utmost respect for them.”
After this whole ordeal, Kaepernick 
has actually taken responsibility for the 
movement he claims to support by pledg-
ing to donate the first million dollars to 
both veterans and neighborhoods that 
have been affected by both crime and po-
lice brutality.
So in my mind, I sincerely doubt that 
he ever intended to offend service men 
and women.
Benjamin M. Hummel is an English and 
speech & communications major at SDSU and 
can be reached at benjamin.hummel@jacks.sd-
state.edu.
Defending Colin Kaepernick: calling America’s racism into question
RACHEL ASTLEFORD
Columnist
Standing up for what you believe in is tru-
ly admirable, even if it means having to 
let people down as a result. It’s hard for 
all of us to do sometimes, but it’s especial-
ly hard when you have thousands of peo-
ple counting on your presence and perfor-
mance.
The decorated Olympian, Kerri 
Walsh-Jennings, also known by the nick-
name “6 Feet of Sunshine,” boycotted the 
Association of Volleyball Professionals 
(AVP) volleyball tournament held in Chi-
cago Sept. 1 to Sept. 4. Her reason: AVP 
decided to “test” out two new rules during 
the championship tournament without 
consulting the players before they made 
the decision. The first rule to be test-
ed would, as described by CBS, “give the 
server another service attempt if their 
ball hits the net and goes inbounds.” This 
is very similar to the serving rule in ten-
nis when the ball hits the net. The second 
rule to be tested would not allow a team 
to win the match unless it is serving.
When word was released that 
Walsh-Jennings was not going to com-
pete, people went ballistic. After all, she 
has just collected another medal in Rio 
for her amazing performance in beach 
volleyball. Also, many fans had already 
bought meet and greet tickets so they 
could meet Walsh-Jennings at the tour-
nament in Chicago. When they found out 
Walsh-Jennings wasn’t going to compete, 
they were angry and disappointed in her. 
However, Walsh-Jennings took to so-
cial media to explain her actions and put 
a rest to any negative rumors about her 
absence.
She claimed that it was not the actu-
al rule changes that upset her; it was the 
fact that AVP did not consult the players 
before making the decision about the rule 
changes. The decorated Olympian stated, 
“In my opinion, this is utterly disrespect-
ful of each and every athlete who virtually 
pays to work for the sport we all love and 
is utterly disrespectful to the game itself.”
She went on to explain that the “dis-
connect” between the executive powers of 
the AVP and the players is the reason she 
boycotted the event. 
This was an extremely bold move. 
What I admire most about her choice is 
that she didn’t just put her head down 
and do nothing. It would’ve been easier 
to be a “people pleaser” and agree to com-
pete with the rule changes. I’m sure she 
feels guilty about having to let so many 
people down. But she remained strong in 
her decision which is extremely admira-
ble.
Since reading about her choice to boy-
cott, I’ve been thinking and reflecting on 
my own choices. I used to care so much 
about making everybody happy and doing 
things even if I didn’t agree with them. 
But in the last couple of years, I find my-
self saying no to people more often. I’ve 
learned that saying no is not a selfish ac-
tion if it’s something you just don’t feel 
right about. It’s your life. Do what makes 
YOU happy and stand up for your values 
and what you believe in, even if it means 
having to say no to people.
The good news is that Walsh-Jennings 
has received many supportive comments 
about her decision. I can only hope that 
her absence from the famous volleyball 
tournament will bring attention to the 
gap and lack of communication between 
AVP ownership and its players. I’m a fan 
of her choice and her “6 feet of character.”
Rachel Astleford is a nutrition and dietetics 




During my time at college, various pro-
fessors have accused students of “not 
wanting to learn anymore.” Apparent-
ly this comes down to all of us “caring 
about the grade too much.”
I can’t speak for everyone, but in my 
case, the latter statement is absolute-
ly true.
Don’t get me wrong—I love learn-
ing. Absorbing new knowledge, I be-
lieve, is one of the most pleasurable 
things about being a human. 
But learning isn’t what I think 
about when it comes to college class-
es. Not because I don’t want to—I do. I 
wish learning was what I thought about 
when I assess which classes to take, 
which to drop, the purpose of an exam. 
But it isn’t. I can’t afford that luxury.
Last week, for the first time in col-
lege, I dropped a class and picked up 
a new one instead. I haad planned on 
taking the class I dropped for a year 
and a half. I knew that as soon as I hit 
senior status, I was going to definitely 
take this class. It aligned with my inter-
ests and my major. Everything about it 
seemed good. 
That was until the first class rolled 
around.
At the start of class, our profes-
sor told us the class would be based 
around “experiential learning.” Honest-
ly, I wasn’t quite sure what “experien-
tial learning” even was, but I thought I 
might as well give it a shot. Then, she 
told us, that we wouldn’t be getting 
concrete grades until the very end of 
the class. 
And that was when I knew I had to 
drop the class. Only ten minutes in, be-
fore we actually started going over class 
material, I already knew I had to leave. 
I know that there’s a large chance 
I could have done well in the class. I 
know that I probably would’ve enjoyed 
it as well. 
But I just couldn’t risk it. I can’t get 
to the end of a semester, thinking I’m at 
an A grade and then get a B; or at a B 
grade and then get a C.
As somebody planning on apply-
ing for law school, I am all too wary of 
what one “off” grade can do, because 
unfortunately, law schools don’t ask me 
what I learned in a class. They look at 
my grade.
As do prospective employers. I hate 
it, but a 3.6 GPA looks better than a 3.4 
GPA. 
And that’s why I have to care so 
much about the grade.
Everyone else does.
Perhaps what we should all try and 
do, professors and students alike, is to 
create a more meaningful system. A 
system that places emphasis on what 
you learned, rather than the grade of an 
essay, or a quiz, or an exam.
A system that doesn’t focus on the 
meaningless ability to use your short-
term memory in order to regurgitate 
facts you will never use again. 
But until then, don’t blame me for 
my obsessive behavior over my grades.
Don’t blame me for forgetting about 
“learning” when all that’s left of this 
class at the end of this semester is a let-
ter grade on a transcript.
Don’t blame me for “caring too 
much.”
Blame society for doing the exact 
same thing.
Elif Gabb is the Opinion Editor for The 
Collegian and can be reached at egabb@sd-
sucollegian.com.
Why I only care about the grade Walsh-Jennings stands her ground
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Collaborative West Nile Virus Re-
search
“Our research is focused on using the 
best information we can find and look-
ing at it scientifically to give us a better 
picture of where and when people are at 
risk,” Wimberly said.
According to Wimberly, communities 
can use the information produced in the 
research to effectively perform mosquito 
control and inform the public about the 
risk of West Nile Virus.
Weather patterns, past findings and 
surveillance of mosquitoes across the 
state shape their research. Wimberly 
leads his team in using models to locate 
where the risk may be for West Nile Virus 
across the state.
“We do various types of modeling, of 
building essentially computer simula-
tions that put this all together and pro-
duce a prediction, an assessment of what 
the current West Nile Virus risks are and 
whether they’re likely to be a week or two 
into the future,” Wimberly said.
Hildreth spearheads the team that 
test mosquitoes in South Dakota.
South Dakota towns place mosqui-
to traps, which are then emptied and the 
mosquitos are counted in the trap. Those 
mosquitos are then sent to a testing fa-
cility to see if those caught in the trap are 
carriers of West Nile Virus.
Hildreth and Wimberly are assisted 
by Justin Davis, Jeffrey Vincent and Bri-
anna Lind at SDSU.
The information found by the teams 
are then used to create a weekly re-
port that states the risk of West Nile Vi-
rus in South Dakota. The most recent re-
port was published on Aug. 30, and it can 
be found at www.mosquito.sdstate.edu. 
There is additional information also in-
cluded in the report.
Hildreth warned that West Nile Vi-
rus remains a concern until the first hard 
frost of the season. Cases of West Nile Vi-
rus will continue to pop up after the frost 
because those individuals were bitten pri-
or to the frost.
The researchers struggle to balance 
the false signals of West Nile risk, the lag 
time between West Nile Virus transmis-
sion and the appearance of symptoms.
“One of the problems that we have is 
that many of the things that we observe, 
that we can easily observe, give us the 
wrong information,” Wimberly said.
There is one type of mosquito trans-
mitting West Nile, but the problem is that 
there is a false sense of risk. Sometimes 
there are many mosquitos and none of 
them are the species of mosquito that 
transmits the disease. Whereas there are 
situations where there are very few mos-
quitos, but all of the mosquitoes transmit 
West Nile Virus.
Human cases of West Nile Virus tend 
to be a “lagging indicator” because there 
is a delay between when the individuals 
get the virus, develop symptoms, get sick, 
visit the doctor, the doctor reports the 
signs and the health department checks 
the symptoms.
“By the time we really notice that [hu-
man cases],” Wimberly said, “it’s kind of 
too late because there are already a lot of 
people who have already been infected, 
but they just haven’t been counted and 
included in the tally of cases yet.”
 
Risk or lack of risk for Zika in South 
Dakota
South Dakotans are at a low risk of 
being infected with Zika in South Dakota. 
However, if a person travels to a tropical 
area, they are able to be bitten by a mos-
quito that transmits Zika.
“You’re not going to be bitten by a 
mosquito that will give you Zika virus in 
South Dakota. The mosquitos that are 
known to transmit have never ever been 
found in South Dakota,” Hildreth said. 
“The risk has to do with travel.”
Individuals traveling to a tropical area 
are advised by Hildreth to watch the trav-
el advisories and to be vigilant when it 
comes to protecting themselves against 
mosquitos bites. Zika can also be trans-
mitted sexually.
“We’ve got a long ways to go before 
you could start seeing mosquito transmis-
sion of Zika,” Hildreth said. “We’re going 
to have at least a year’s advanced warning 
for that and right now it doesn’t look like 
it’s even possible in South Dakota.”
There are two types of mosquito that 
transmit Zika, and neither of those mos-
quitos are in South Dakota.
There are 43 species of mosquitoes 
in South Dakota. Of those 43 species, 20 
species are found regularly and three or 
four species are the most common.
Overall, Hildreth and Wimberly are 
pleased by the success of their research 
and they hope they can continue to make 
strides in preventing West Nile.
“The hope is we would like to keep 
increasing our scientific understand-
ing,” Wimberly said. “There is still a lot 
we don’t know about the ecology and the 




Currently, residential areas are the fourth tier of park-
ing, however SDSU and RPM are working to make this 
tier used as little as possible to keep neighborhoods less 
busy.
“We hope Brookings residents are understanding 
that it’s one evening, and the university is working to 
prevent groups of concert goers from walking to their 
cars in residential areas … Our plan directs concert goers 
to identified parking zone, via major city arteries [not 
the residential streets], through signage, “Peterson said.
SDSU has assigned more than 50 people to direct in-
coming traffic and 20 people to direct outgoing traffic. 
Some students who live closer to campus, such as se-
nior nursing major Mattie Schweers, are planning their 
own way of avoiding the parking situation all together.
“I’m off campus … so I’m pretty close, so myself and 
and my roommates and my friends will be walking 
(and) our friends who are traveling will be parking at 
our place,” Schweers said. “I’m picking some of my other 
friends up as well … I think people living within a five-
block radius, they’ll be walking, I think it would be saf-
er, too.”
While many official parking details are just recently 
being released, SDSU has been working in advance with 
the University Police Department, the Brookings Po-
lice Department, the Brookings County Sheriff ’s Office, 
the highway patrol and the South Dakota Department of 
Transportation to help out with concert planning.
SDSU will use this type of parking model in the fu-
ture, Peterson said.
“This has helped us look at how we load people for 
football games; they’re going to leave this plan with us as 
a good guide and template. It’s been a good synergy with 
campus and this group,” Peterson said.
Students feel SDSU has the parking situation mostly 
under control, but that it is hard to predict every possi-
ble problem with this number of attendees.
“I think it will be a good blend of chaos and being or-
ganized, there will be a lot of people, but I feel SDSU has 
a good system to keep people in line. I think it’ll be al-
right,” Schweers said.
Another concern with putting such a large amount of 
people in a brand new stadium, no less right on the foot-
ball field itself, is causing damage to the newly finished 
turf.
According to facilities and services project manager 
Dave Law, the turf will be covered up and protected.
“It [the turf] shouldn’t be affected at all, it should be 
covered up, the people planning the concert are telling 
me they’ll be using the same company that covers up the 
turf during the halftime show during the Superbowl, so 
it should be completely protected,” Law said.
The stadium will be ready to take on its first crowd of 
fans come Thursday, according to Law.
“There’ll be finishing touches taking place but noth-
ing that affects how it [the stadium] operates or func-
tions; for the most part it will all be done,” Law said.
Peterson encouraged concert-attendees to carpool to 
keep parking to a minimum, expect a 15-minute or lon-
ger walk to the show and to have fun.
SUBMITTED PHOTO 
Mosquito habitats like the one pictured above in Mitchell, South Dakota, are used to observe mosquito 
behavior.
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No matter how much you fight it, there are always stereotypical roles of tailgating that people just 
fall into. There’s no shame. Embrace the role you were meant to fill.
The Grill Master
This person can get territorial about their grill. Don’t insult their grilling techniques or their apron. Or 
even the chef hat. In fact, it’s probably best to back away slowly before they overcook your food.
The Academic
Newbie, under-agers toting their survival packs of beer. The backpack straps act as a security blanket 
to encourage drinking by helping tie down their nervous emotions and soothe the first-year academic 
jitters. 
The Super Fan
Because there’s no such thing as toning down team spirit. Nothing says “I am a die-hard Jackrabbit 
supporter” like bunny ears.
The Squad
Squad does not have individual thoughts. Squad acts as a single, cohesive unit. When squad moves, all 
members of squad move. When squad drinks, squad drinks. There is no sipping of the beer. Only chug.
SELENA YAKABE
Lifestyles Editor
Football season is here, and with it comes a much antic-
ipated tailgating season. In the excitement of the day, peo-
ple can forget necessary items and be left in a frenzy. Here 
are a few tips and tricks to make the tailgating experience 
less stressful and run more smoothly. 
1. Please plan ahead
This is especially important if you’re planning a big 
shindig. The worst thing, and the reason why people forget 
important items, is trying to pull everything together the 
day of. Make sure the menu is locked down, so there aren’t 
10 billion chips and dip but no main dish. Go grocery shop-
ping at least a day before. Take a look at the “Don’t forget 
list” on A8 so you can start your own.
2. Organization never hurts
Labeling coolers (and having enough coolers) is nev-
er a bad idea. This way people don’t have to hunt down the 
cooler that has their favorite beverage. Plastic tubs or laun-
dry hampers make transport of tailgating goods easy, and 
they have handles. Make sure to keep your food and beer 
separate.
3. Have something to mark your tailgate spot
Nothing ruins a person’s day more than if they aren’t 
able to find the party. By marking the tent or vehicle with 
something easily visible above the average person’s head, 
fellow tailgaters can easily find the spot. A helium balloon, 
streamer or flags are recommended. Also, make sure your 
friends know the marker!
4. Stadium seats are good for more than just the 
stadium
Ever find yourself without enough seating for everyone? 
Stadium seats can be set up on the tailgate of your vehicle 
or even on the ground for emergency, make-shift seating. 
This keeps butts from getting sore pre-game time and are 
also useful during the game.
5. Have a tailgate toolbox
If you’re planning on grilling out, it can be easy to forget 
various utensils and spices. To keep it simple on game day, 
prepare a toolbox full of all your go-to utensils, spices and 
other necessary, non-perishable items. This makes it so you 
don’t have to worry about packing it on game day, and you 
can store it until the next game comes around.
6. If you forget your bottle opener, don’t fret, you have 
a door
If you happen to be drinking beer out of a non-twist-off 
bottle, and you can’t do fancy tricks like open it with your 
teeth or a lighter, it’s not the end of the world. There is no 
need to smash the top of your bottle and try to sip around 
jagged and broken glass (this is highly inadvisable). The 
one thing you couldn’t have forgotten was your vehicle. Us-
ing the latch on the inside of the car door, place the beer 
cap in the U-shaped metal latch and press down on the 
bottle. Or, if all else fails, make friends with your neighbors.
7. Keep it warm
Need to keep things warm but don’t have enough 
slow-cookers? No problem. Coolers can also double as heat 
insulators. Warm up a few bricks or heat packs and wrap 
them in towels, then stick them in the bottom of the cool-
er. Wrap whatever food you want to keep warm in foil, and 
stick it in the cooler. Even if you don’t have bricks or heat 
packs, the cooler will be able to keep the food warm for a 
time. For best results, put the food in the cooler while it is 
still piping hot. If you’re planning on using slow-cookers, 
don’t forget you need a power source and potentially a gen-
erator. 
Another option is to place food in a disposable, foil pan. 
Then, place a can of Sterno between two bricks and put the 
pan on top of the bricks to keep the food warm.
Don’t forget, you need to stay warm as well. Layers are 
your best friends, especially in South Dakota. Having extra 
blankets, jackets, gloves, hats and anything else that keeps 
you warm is highly recommended.
8. Pre-make, pre-make, pre-make
Honestly, people probably want to spend most of their 
time drinking and socializing and not worrying about the 
food. The easiest and most obvious way around this is by 
pre-making as much of the food as possible. Finger-foods 
are always a good go-to. You can pre-measure snack foods 
into solo cups or mason jars (if you trust your friends with 
breakable items while drunk) so it is easy for tailgaters to 
grab and go. Walking tacos (or tacos in a bag) are a popular 
item, so think about making a build-your-own walking taco 
station. See A8 for some other killer tailgating recipe ideas.
9. If you need to free up your hands, magnets are your 
friends
Try gluing a strong magnet to the outside of your coozie. 
It may sound strange, but it will easily stick to the side of 
your vehicle, so you don’t have to keep holding your beer. 
This prevents people from knocking over beers sitting on 
the ground or stealing your beer. Because beer protection is 
the most important thing, right?
10. Six-pack of condiments
An easy way to carry condiments to the table and keep 
them from going all over the place is to recycle an old, card-
board six-pack case. And let’s be honest, you probably have 
one. It can also be useful for holding and separating plastic 
cutlery and napkins.
11. Cleanup
Now for some grown up advice: be responsible and dis-
pose of your trash properly. Pick the trash up and put it in 
the trash bags you brought because that’s what responsi-
ble people do. Fold-up dorm laundry hampers make good 
transportable trash bins. Bring along a non-flammable 
and heat resistant container to dispose of the coals, e.g. a 
tin trash can. Also, you might want to bring a couple extra 
buckets in case one of your friends gets a little pukey.
12. Don’t be that guy
Know your limit. Don’t start doing shots and mixing al-
cohol and drinking a lot of beer so early that you pass out 
and miss the game. Or worse yet, so that you throw up and 
then pass out and miss the game. Pukey friends are not fun 
friends.
Public service announcement: 
South Dakota State University just changed where 
students are allowed to tailgate (the grass near the 
Wellness Center). Alumni are located in the same 
tailgate area as last year. So, be sure you’re in 
the right area. See A1
12 ways to enhance your 
tailgating experience
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YMC
You’ll be feeling extra 
desirable this week, so 
don’t be surprised if 
strangers notice that 
fluffed tail and tall 
ears. Take advantage of 
the attention--plan a 
date with a handsome 







Libra Sagittarius Capricorn Aquarius
 You will be filled with 
intense joy this week, 
which may cause you to 
lose focus. Although it 
is great to have a new 
hop in your step, take 
caution. Reassess your 
visions and ideas, and 
keep an eye on your 
hobo dough.
With ears held high, 
you are feeling more 
confident and inspired 
than ever. However, 
don’t get too caught 
up. Reassess your ideas 
before hopping to 
conclusions. Take some 
time outdoors this 
week. 
You may want to 
be around fellow 
Jackrabbits this week. 
However, the more 
time you take for 
yourself, the better. 
Your love life will come 
alive this weekend, and 
you’ll have the pick of 
the carrot patch. 
Gemini
You’ve been hiding out 
in your rabbit den for 
far too long. Take time 
this week to go out with 
fellow Jackrabbits, or 
sit down for a gourmet 
carrot dinner with your 
Jack or Lady Jack. It 
will not only help you, 
but those around you.
That garden you’ve 
been tending to for so 
long is finally thriving! 
Career advancement 
and financial stability 
will be in its wake, but 
don’t get too caught 
up in your sudden 
success. This is only the 
beginning.
If you’re thinking about 
a fellow Jackrabbit 
today, don’t be afraid 
to hop over their way. 
They are probably 
thinking about you too! 
Pull that friend out of 
their rabbit den for a 
night on the town. You 
both deserve some fun!
Virgo
This week, you’ll be 
feeling especially 
spriritually inclined. 
Your curiosity for 
various religions and 
meditation techniques 
will take hold. Don’t be 
afraid to leap into this 
surge of curiosity. It 
will relax you.
Scorpio
Sudden changes could 
send you hopping in a 
circle. Don’t fret! The 
changes may not only 
benefit your career, but 
also your hobo dough 
stash. You may receive 
some well-deserved 
compliments from an 
authority figure.
You will wake up 
feeling rejuvenated 
this week about the 
future. Keep those ears 
held high and don’t be 
afraid to take leaps in 
projects that have been 
in the works. Have 
a strong carrot for 
celebration.
You may have been 
tossing and turning in 
that rabbit den lately 
because of strange 
dreams. Don’t think 
about them too much, 
as this may cause more 
harm than good. Take 
a hop around town to 
clear your mind. 
A new romance may 
take hold this week, 
perhaps with a fellow 
Jackrabbit who you 
now see in a new light. 
This relationship shows 
promise. Take them 
for a stroll around the 
carrot patch for some 
bonding time.
TIPSY
For those non-beer drinkers out there, I’ll just leave this 
here.
Food for the Foodie: Fireball Sangria
Ingredients: 
• 1 cup orange peach mango juice
• 1 cup Fireball whiskey
• 1 bottle dry red wine (or sangria wine)
• 1 bag frozen mixed fruit
Directions:
1. Combine the juice, whiskey and wine in a large pitcher. 
2. Add the frozen fruit. 
3. Allow to chill for 10 minutes.





The Tailgater Starter Pack
SELENA YAKABE
Lifestyles Editor
Before embarking on your tailgating 
adventure, don’t forget to pack these key 
items of survival.
• Bottle opener (whether for sodas or 
alcoholic beverages, we mention it 
first for a reason)
• Warm things (blankets, jackets, hats, 
gloves, more blankets, etc.)












• Your coolers of awesome food and 




• Beer or alcohol of choice
• Water (because, you know, hydration)
• Tubs of crackers/chips for sharing (the 
more “carbs,” the better)
• Condiments
• Toilet paper (because you never know)
• Yard games




• First-aid kit (for when drunk people 
do dumb drunk people things)
• Tickets
MUNCHER
Food for the Foodie: Bacon Mac and Cheese Bites
Ingredients: 
• 12 slices precooked bacon
• 1 box macaroni and cheese (shells or elbow noodles)
• 1/4 cup milk
• 3 tbsp butter
• 1 cup finely shredded cheddar cheese
• 1/4 cup Italian Panko breadcrumbs
Directions:
1. Line a greased muffin pan with slices of precooked bacon.
2. Bring water to a boil, add noodles and cook for 8 to 10 minutes.
3. Drain water.
4. Add milk, butter, cheese sauce packet from the mac ‘n cheese box and shred-
ded cheese. Stir until combined.
5. Divide the macaroni and cheese between the cups in the muffin pan.
6. Sprinkle with breadcrumbs.
7. Bake at 350 degrees F for 15 minutes.
Serves 20.




Food for the Foodie: Slow Cooker Buffalo Chicken Sliders
Ingredients: 
• 2 pounds boneless, skinless chicken breasts
• 1 cup wing sauce, divided
• 1/2 onion, chopped finely
• Ranch dressing, if desired
• 12 slider buns
Directions:
1. In a slow cooker, add chicken breasts and top with 1/2 cup wing sauce and 
onions. Cover and cook on low for 6 to 7 hours or high for 4 to 5 hours.
2. Remove chicken from slow cooker and shred using 2 forks or stand mix-
er. Reserve 1/4 cup of liquid from slow cooker, and discard the rest. Place 
shredded chicken back into slow cooker bowl, add 1/4 cup reserved liquid 
and remaining 1/2 cup wing sauce. Stir to coat chicken.
3. Place about 1/4 to 1/3 cup of chicken on each bun. Garnish with additional 
wing sauce and ranch dressing if desired.
Serves 4-6.
Recipe retrieved from http://www.simplystacie.net/2015/08/slow-cooker-buffalo-chicken-slid-
ers/#_a5y_p=4252004
Friends, school spirit, drinks (alcoholic and non-alcoholic) and sans-BBQ food. We are stepping away 
from the traditional BBQ-drenched tailgating food this week since you probably 
already know how to prepare those. 
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The South Dakota State soccer 
team fell to the Creighton Univer-
sity Bluejays 2-1 on Sunday after-
noon at the Fishback Soccer Park 
in Brookings. The Jackrabbits are 
now 2-3-1 on the season.
It was a very physical game, 
with 17 fouls. The wind played a 
big role, limiting both sides to a 
total of 25 shots. The Jacks were 
outshot 16-9 in the game. Maggie 
Smithers, freshman goalkeeper 
for SDSU, made four saves keep-
ing the game tied at zero. 
SDSU had the wind at their 
backs in the second half and 
scored the first goal of the match 
in the 46th minute with a header 
by junior midfielder Jennie Scis-
low. This was Scislow’s first goal 
of the year and she was assist-
ed by sophomore defender Annie 
Williams from the top right of the 
box. The lead did not last long, as 
the Bluejays tied it up in the 48th 
minute and then took the lead in 
the 49th.
With five minutes to play, the 
Jacks had a chance to score the 
equalizer with three corner kicks 
in two minutes, but they could 
not get the best from it. SDSU, 
who was outshot 10-1 in the first 
half, returned the favor outshoot-
ing Creighton 8-6 in the second 
half. 
Head Coach Lang Wedemey-
er knows that some of his players 
need to step up.
“We lost a lot of our scoring 
line last year especially from Di-
anna Potterfield,” Wedemeyer 
said. “So we have players that are 
trying to find their way right now.”
With this comes a lot of confu-
sion, but the Jacks are working to 
get that fixed.
“The team chemistry is great 
but we are just a bit uncoordinat-
ed. We have many new players, in 
new places on the team that we 
have not quite have not connected 
or gelled the way we are capable 
of,” Wedemeyer said. “We need to 
be more lethal and hungry around 
the goal.”
The Jacks will travel to Wis-
consin this weekend to play Wis-
consin on Friday and Green Bay 
on Sunday. Wisconsin (1-2-3) is 
led by senior midfielder Rose Lev-
elle. Even though Levelle is yet to 
score this year, SDSU thinks con-
trolling her is the key to success.
 “If we can find a way to con-
tain her, then I think it gives us 
a chance to handle Wisconsin.” 
Wedemeyer said.
LEXIE PRIEST • The Collegian 
#9 Ashley Adams with the ball during Sunday’s game against Creighton University.
Jacks soccer drops physical contest at home
CALEB CHRISTENSEN
Sports Reporter
For the third straight season, the 
South Dakota State equestri-
an team will have a very tough 
schedule. 
They will be playing over half 
of the 12 teams that were invit-
ed to the National Collegiate 
Equestrian Association National 
Championship.
The Jackrabbits open up the 
season with the Blue and Yellow 
scrimmage this Saturday at 8 
a.m. This is a chance for second 
year head coach, Ellie Wilkins, 
to see where everyone on the 
team is and see everyone ride for 
the first time this season. 
“It’s hard to tell right now, 
I’m excited for the scrimmage 
because that will kind of tell 
who’s going to be strong for us 
this year,” Wilkins said. “We have 
a great group of freshmen this 
year, they are all strong and it 
will be great competition for the 
returners on the roster.”
The Jacks host six meets this 
season, with the first one on Oct. 
22 and the last one on March 
11. This could play a big role in 
their success as most schools in 
the south have outdoor arenas 
and don’t experience the cold as 
much as South Dakota. Also the 
perennial power-house teams 
have to travel to South Dakota 
and ride SDSU’s horses. 
“One big thing for home 
meets is that we get to use our 
own horses rather than the other 
team’s horses, so that’s a big ad-
vantage for us,” Wilkins said. 
The Jacks have 11 seniors 
coming back for their final year, 
which Coach Wilkins thinks will 
help with the 10 freshmen that 
have just joined the team.
“I feel like our seniors are re-
ally great, they’re all looking to 
help the freshmen as much as 
they can,” Wilkins said. “Most 
of them have a lot of experience 
under their belts which will be 
helpful for some of the freshmen 
to look up to this year.”
The Jacks lost a lot of seniors 
from last year’s team, but are 
looking to reload this year with 
the new freshmen and returners.
“It’s always hard to fill the 
people’s spots from the season 
before, but I think it’s a great op-
portunity for some of the play-
ers to rise up to the challenge.” 
Wilkins said. 
Nicole Harvey is among one 
of those 11 seniors coming back 
for their final season. She re-
ceived an NCEA All-American 
Honorable mention last year 
and was also on the Academic 
First Team. Harvey had to have 
hip surgery this last summer, so 
she won’t be able to ride this fall. 
“I will be riding in the spring, 
but the requirements for the 
award are you have to ride in at 
least five meets and we only have 
a couple in the spring,” Harvey 
said. “It’s unfortunate I won’t be 
able to get that again this year, 
but it was nice to get it last year 
knowing I wouldn’t be able to 
get it this year.”
Harvey said that the goal for 
her, only riding in the spring, is 
to have a perfect record in the 
spring season. She also said the 
team’s chemistry is at an all-time 
high from the last couple years 
she’s been in the program. 
Natalie Howard is another 
senior leader for the Jackrabbits. 
She was on the All-Academ-
ic First Team last year. She also 
tied the school record for Most 
Outstanding Player of the match 




for the Jacks 
equestrian team
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SDSU dropped their first game of the season against TCU 59-41. They return to the field Saturday, Sept. 10 at 6 p.m. against Drake University in the 
inaugural game at the Dana J. Dykhouse. 
COREY KORTH
Sports Reporter
Coming off a hard-fought 59-41 loss 
versus 15th ranked Texas Christian, 
the South Dakota State football 
team moves onto a vastly different 
task Saturday night: opening the 
new Dana J. Dykhouse Stadium.
Saturday’s game versus Drake 
University Bulldogs caps off the 
three-day Jacks Bash event cele-
brating the stadium’s inauguration, 
and it could be easy for the Jack-
rabbit team to overlook the Bull-
dogs amid the festivities, especially 
considering how well SDSU played 
for three quarters last week against 
stellar competition.
Drake is coming off of a 38-35 
loss in their season opener against 
Division II opponent Quincy Uni-
versity. The Bulldogs went 5-6 last 
season but defeated the University 
of Dayton, a playoff team.
The Jackrabbit defense needs to 
fix some of the holes TCU’s offense, 
and quarterback Kenny Hill, ex-
ploited Saturday night to the tune 
of more than 600 yards. An effec-
tive Drake offense sustains drives 
by running the ball and taking what 
the defense gives them through the 
air.
SDSU can counter that with its 
front seven providing consistent 
pressure and making tackles, some-
thing Defensive Coordinator and 
Defensive Ends Coach Clint Brown 
said they didn’t do well versus TCU.
“We did not do a very good job 
of getting those guys to the ground 
and getting them wrapped up,” 
Brown said Monday during the 
John Stiegelmeier Radio Show. 
“That was probably one of the big-
ger disappointments coming out of 
the game…we kept a lot of drives 
alive.”
However, there were many pos-
itive takeaways from the week one 
loss. The secondary made a couple 
big plays in the first half, keeping 
SDSU in the game. Interceptions by 
Makiah Slade and Jordan Brown on 
back-to-back throws by Hill led to 
14-straight SDSU points.
Sophomore quarterback Taryn 
Christion, making only his fifth ca-
reer start, made plays that gave 
Jackrabbit fans reason to be opti-
mistic. He connected early and of-
ten with junior receiving standout 
Jake Wieneke, including a perfect-
ly placed 34-yard touchdown at the 
end of the third to cut the deficit to 
seven.
Wieneke was named co-Missou-
ri Valley Football Conference Of-
fensive Player of the Week for his 
eighth catch, 196-yard and two 
touchdown performance. The Ma-
ple Grove, Minnesota, product also 
became just the third Jackrabbit 
to surpass 3,000 career receiving 
yards in the game.
The Jackrabbits (0-1) dropped 
one spot in the STATS rankings this 
week, falling from eighth to ninth.
THE REAL SEASON OPENER
Jacks hope to build momentum in first
home game after promising performance
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>> TAILGATING
Continued from A1
Students interested in tailgating in this 
lot are asked to sign up for a tailgating 
space with the Athletics Department. In 
an effort to encourage students to use 
this tailgate, Coach TJ Otzelberger will be 
grilling hot dogs at the Rabbit Den Tail-
gate at 4:30 p.m. following the student 
walk led by the Barnyard Cadets at 4 p.m. 
at Larson Commons. 
Other changes for all people attending 
football games at the Dana J. Dykhouse 
include no re-entry into the stadium and 
more items are barred from the stadium. 
Coolers and strollers are some items in-
cluded in the new “not allowed list.”
According to the director of Universi-
ty Marketing and Communications, Mike 
Lockrem, the new tailgating changes and 
the wristbands were created because of 
the new Dana J. Dykhouse Stadium. 
Lockrem said it’s the first year the sta-
dium will be open and it will be a learn-
ing experience of what works and what 
practices will be changed for next year.
“It’s a historic time for the universi-
ty,” Lockrem said. “We get to open a first 
class venue.”
Students are having initial reactions 
to the new regulations.
Katie French, sophomore architectur-
al design major, usually spends her Satur-
days assisting the inflatables for children 
with the dance team. 
French liked that the students were 
able to tailgate with community mem-
bers and alumni in the North tailgate lot. 
However, she understands why the school 
decided to implement a student-only tail-
gate area.
She also acknowledged the positives 
of using wristbands to signify students 
over the age of 21.
“I think it’s going to be a good idea to 
have the wristbands, but is it going to be 
effective?” French said. “I don’t know.”
Lockrem and other university officials 
looked at the new stadium as an “oppor-
tunity” to look at previous practices and 
make things better.
“The goal is to ensure a wonderful 
game day experience for everyone that at-
tends a football weekend,” Lockrem said. 
“A football weekend, when done correctly, 
showcases the university.”
Jacks start out their season strong but fall in home opener
SCOTT ENGEN
Sports Reporter
The South Dakota State volley-
ball team lost their home opener 
at Frost Arena this past Sunday 
falling to the Bradley University 
Braves 25-21, 25-21 and 25-20. 
With the loss, the Jackrabbits 
fall to 1-7 on the season. 
The Jacks came out strong 
in all three sets but fizzled as it 
played out. 
“We tightened up and we just 
played real rigid. That’s where 
we struggle the most, with the 
mental side of the game.” Head 
Coach Nicole Cirillo said.
There were 13 ties in the 
first set, but Bradley went on 
a 3-0 run to take a 22-19 lead 
and didn’t look back. In the sec-
ond set, the score was tied at 14 
when the Braves went on a 5-1 
run. The Jacks cut the lead to 
22-20 but Bradley would still 
take the set.
Continued to B4 LEXIE PRIEST • The Collegian 
During the Sept. 4 game against Bradley, #11 Ashley Beaner and #4 Ashlynn Smith jump to block the ball. The Jacks play the University of North Dakota in Frost Arena Sept. 
11 at 7 p.m.
Jackrabbit Football Tailgate
SUBMITTED
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That’s it for this week. The Fantasy Football Update will be back next week with a recap of week one. Good 
luck to everyone in their opening game. As always if you have any questions please follow me and ask me 
your questions on twitter @GoodFntsyAdvice.
FANTASY FOOTBALL
                                                                                                                                                                                         
Summer is over, everyone is moved in, classes are still interesting, and most importantly it’s finally fantasy football 
season. The Fantasy Football Update is a weekly column that dives into the hard questions of fantasy football. In this first 
week’s edition, we will be talking about sleepers and busts for this upcoming season. As the season goes on we will 
revert back to the standard format where we have weekly players who exceed expectations as well as players to watch 
for the following week. Of course we will also have special weeks with special formats when situations arise. 
By CURTIS SAGER
Let’s first start 
off with the 
guys who I think 
are “sleepers” 





My main man Kirk gets no 
love from the media, and ESPN 
has him ranked as the 13th 
ranked quarterback in standard 
drafts. Kirk is a model of effi-
ciency and with another year of 
experience under his belt. 
I believe that Kirk is going to 
have a top-five fantasy year. He 
has the weapons around him, in-
cluding a top-three tight end in 
Jordan Reed. I would look to 
grab Cousins in the later rounds 
of your draft if you can and use 
those higher picks, not worrying 




Duke Johnson is poised to 
have a fantastic year and ESPN 
has him ranked as the 25th 
ranked running back. There 
isn’t too much good happen-
ing in Cleveland these days, sure 
they have Josh Gordon return-
ing, and the RGIII (Robert Grif-
fin III) experiment is going to be 
in full effect, but other than that 
they are a lost cause. 
Look to see Johnson on all 
three downs and catching a 
lot of passes out of the back-
field. He is a decent pass catch-
er so if your league is a Points 
Per Reception (PPR) format you 
should draft him. I would expect 
him to be a top-15 running back 
in standard leagues this year and 




Another bright spot on a not 
so bright team. Smith is going 
to have a big year. He is the only 
noteworthy receiver on the team 
and he will get a ton of catches 
this year. 
ESPN has him ranked as the 
40th ranked receiver this year; 
I do not think he or his team is 
good enough to make him a top-
10 fantasy threat but he is surely 
top-20. I would absolutely rec-
ommend playing him as a sec-
ond wide receiver or Flex option 





I might be wrong for this 
one, but I have always been a be-
liever in this young man. Last 
year in seven games played he 
had 21 receptions, for 338 yards, 
and four touchdowns. If he 
would have played all 16 games 
last year he would have been the 
ninth best tight end. 
ESPN has him ranked as 
their 29th best tight end this 
year. Austin has had a tough 
time with the offense this off-
season, but I think he will turn 
it around and be very good late 
into this upcoming season.
Now onto who I 







Don’t get mad yet––let me 
explain why I think Big Ben will 
be a bust. 
Quarterbacks are hard to 
evaluate because even the medi-
ocre ones still put up decent fan-
tasy points. For example, Blake 
Bortles last year. 
ESPN has Roethlisberger as 
their sixth ranked quarterback 
this year, and in my opinion that 
is about eight spots too high. I 
think he will be about the 14th 
or 15th best QB this year. I think 
this because he only has one re-
ceiver in Antonio Brown (who 
will be a double teamed all year 
long) and I expect Le’Veon Bell 
to carry this offense. Big Ben is 
still elite, but I think the Steelers 
will limit his throws and work 
Bell more often in an effort to 




This one might be a little 
more biased than the rest of the 
people on this but it is my col-
umn and I am allowed to be bi-
ased if I want to, right? 
ESPN has Elliott ranked as 
their third running back. That 
is absolutely insane. I get the ra-
tionale, he has the league’s best 
O-Line blocking for him and he 
is incredibly talented.
 Elliott has never been hand-
ed a football in a NFL regular 
season game though. It is irre-
sponsible to rank him third be-
cause there are just too many 
unknowns. I expect Elliott to be 
around the 17-20th best running 
back. There are a lot of great 
backs in this league that know 
what it is like to play in the NFL 




Another Cowboy? It’s almost 
like the author doesn’t like the 
Cowboys…
ESPN has Bryant ranked as 
the seventh receiver. I have Bry-
ant ranked as my 15th receiv-
er. This is because even though 
rookie quarterback Dak Prescott 
has looked fantastic in the pre-
season, I expect him to take sev-
eral steps back in the regular 
season. 
I know Tony Romo is expect-
ed to be back around mid-sea-
son, but honestly can we expect 
him to be 2009 Romo? No. Bry-
ant will not be throwing up the 
“X” too often this season and his 





Olsen is a good tight end, but 
he is not a top-three tight end 
like ESPN has him rated at. Ol-
sen is not getting any younger 
and he was streaky at best last 
year. 
The panthers have Kelvin 
Benjamin returning as an ideal 
number one wide-out and Devin 
Funchess has looked like a whole 
new player this off-season. I ex-
pect Olsen to be the 12th best 
tight end this year. 
>> EQUESTRIAN
Continued from B1
“I always go to classes, I take it very seri-
ously,” Howard said. “What I’m here for is 
academics. That’s what’s going to take me 
far in the future.” 
Howard’s going to give it her all for 
her final year and give every meet her best 
even if it’s a small school. 
This year she wants to go for the re-
cord for most Most Outstanding Players 
in a season. She is confident she will tie or 
even break the record this year.
“I think last year was the best I’ve 
done here, so this year I’m going to strive 
to be even better and break the record for 
most MOP’s in a season,” Howard said. 
“It’s nice that we have a lot of home meets 
that I can take advantage of and break the 
record at home hopefully. My end goal is 
to be Academic All-American.”
The Jackrabbits open up their fall sea-
son in Waco, Texas Sept. 30 at the Willis 
Invitational. They will close their fall sea-
son at home against Georgia Nov. 11 be-
fore starting their spring portion of the 
schedule when Minnesota-Crookston and 
Oklahoma State visit the DeHaan Eques-
trian Center Feb. 10-11.
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The Jacks open their season Sept. 10 at the Yellow & Blue meet at 8 a.m. in the DeHaan Equestrian Center. They return to the DeHaan Equestrian Center again Oct. 
22 against Texas A&M.
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Sports Editor
SDSU wide receiver Jake Wieneke had eight 
receptions for 196 yards and two touchdowns 
in a 59-41 loss against Texas Christian Saturday 
Sept. 3. Wieneke is now just three touchdowns 
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In the final set SDSU jumped out to an 
9-4 lead but, Bradley would come back ty-
ing the game at 11. The teams would then 
trade points and SDSU took a 17-15 lead. 
Bradley would then use a 10-3 run to close 
out the Jacks and win the match.
“Throughout the entire match we 
played well and statistically we were in it 
the entire time,” Cirillo said. 
SDSU had 42 kills, 18 errors, 41 as-
sists and 38 digs. On the other side of the 
court, Bradley had 47 kills, 12 errors, 43 
assists and 42 digs. While the stats are 
close, Bradley managed to top the Rabbits 
in every major category except for blocks 
where the Jacks had six to Bradley’s one.
Bradley (3-4) was led by Erica Haslag, 
who had 18 kills. Other standouts for the 
Braves were Taylor Thiele who had 11 kills 
and Afton Sobasky 25 assists. 
Key performers from the Jacks in-
cluded senior Ashley Beaner, freshman 
Makenzie Hennen, sophomore Mattison 
Munger and sophomore Sierra Peterson. 
Beaner led the team with kills with 14, but 
had a team high six errors as well. Hennen 
contributed with eight kills and Mung-
er tallied 35 assists. Peterson, who trans-
ferred from Bradley, had a career-high 
seven kills. 
“(Peterson) is playing middle for us, 
and she’s not a middle,” Cirillo said “I 
know a lot of her kills came on the out-
side, and that’s where we need to be cre-
ative in what we’re doing right now.” 
This upcoming weekend the Jacks will 
be hitting the road for a tournament in 
Valparaiso, Indiana. They will square off 
against Central Michigan University and 
Duquesne University on Friday, then they 
will play Valparaiso on Saturday. This will 
be the third tournament this season for 
the Jacks and they will be looking to break 
their five game losing streak and work on 
eliminating mental errors and playing free 
this week in practice. 
LEXIE PRIEST • The Collegian 
Senior Nazya Thies serves against Bradley University on Sunday, Sept. 4. in Frost Arena.
LEXIE PRIEST • The Collegian 
The Lady Jacks jump into a team huddle after scoring a point against the Bradley University Braves on Sunday, Sept. 4. in Frost Arena.
